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[Applause] [Music] i'm told that hope arkansas is indeed a lot like my hometown of carthage tennessee a 
place where people do know about it when you're born and care about it when you die that's the america bill 
clinton and i grew up in that's the kind of nation we want our children to grow up in just as hope is a 
community so is america when we bring the community of america together we will rekindle the american 
spirit and renew this nation for generations to come and the way to begin is to elect bill clinton president of 
the united states of america thank you very much 44 year old senator al gore of tennessee neighboring state 
to arkansas nominated by acclimation tonight for vice president of this democratic party doing what was 
expected of him attacking the philosophy and the record of the bush reagan years speaking out very strongly 
on behalf of the environment invoking a tragic personal experience with his son albert he used that as a 
metaphor for the country and then speaking directly to the ross perot supporters in which he looked straight 
ahead into the camera and said stay in the fight for change and by that he meant come to us ross perot 
supporters and finally big picture here although unspoken democrats want america to look at al gore and to 
compare him to vice president van gaal john chancellor let me tell you a little story about 1956 in the 
democratic convention atlas stevenson had the nomination and 
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atlas stevenson had the nomination and he threw open the vice presidential nomination to the convention 
rarely done and on the second ballot a fellow named john f kennedy of massachusetts was in the lead and 
estas keep over of tennessee was the second for vice president and albert gore who was in the hall here 
tonight got up and said i'm going to swing my votes to my fellow tennessee and asked his keep over and at 
the end of all that balloting that's why estes keep over ran for vice president he won and john f kennedy had 
his moment on television at the 56 convention and came back like gangbusters in 1960. [Applause] they met 
at a senior prom and based roughly on the years that they were seniors in high school that's the dance they 
were doing at that time tippervore of course had been a little bit of a controversial figure in the music industry 
because she wanted the labeling of rock lyrics but that works they believe through this ticket's advantage 
because of the strong family values reflected in her concerns about what's happening children in america her 
real name is elizabeth and that's albert now so fully repaired as his father put it that he can pester his sisters 
who were so supportive of anyone he was not well we'll be back with more from madison square garden in a 
moment decision 92 the democratic national convention is being sponsored in part by ford and u4 dealer 
have you driven a ford lately it's more than a question it's an answer there's more than new looks to the 93 
ford escort there's a whole new way to buy an escort because these four escort Ix's all share one low price 
10 499 the three door four door sedan five-door and wagon all 
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four door sedan five-door and wagon all have air conditioning a fn stereo power steering power mirrors and 
more four escorts one price now buying an escort's as easy as owning one have you driven [Music] 
[Applause] what happens when you pack this much juicy bursting flavor in carefree sugarless bubblegum it 
set you free you know the opera is like a noose i wanna get a little loose you know carefree's got the juice to 
shake up my big caboose the juicy bursting flavor of carefree let it set you free get down when i go on 
vacation i love going out at night to shows dancing the night away enjoying great nightclub entertainment and 
on this vacation i can enjoy everything without cover charges minimums or even reservations because it's all 
included but what i really like about the nightlife here is that tomorrow night i can see another great new 
show as we Sail away to another great new place take a three four seven day function vacation on carnival 
the most popular cruise line in the world [Applause] we're back at madison square garden the demonstration 
for al gore's nomination is vice president of the united states and his rousing acceptance speech has just 
been completed james carville who is known as the cajun guru of the clinton campaign tonight commented 
on the withdrawal today of ross perot from this presidential race he said a week ago it was 30 30 30 said i'm 
not going to spin you tonight when perot pulled out the republicans now said they can win florida and texas 
and then carbo went on to say if american p if the american people want florida and texas they should vote 
for republican if they want change they should vote for us let's go down to the floor now and nbc's lisa myers 
who's there with a 
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and nbc's lisa myers who's there with a man who was the vice presidential candidate just four years ago on 
this ticket senator from texas glade benson lisa hi tom as you say i'm here with one of the most respected 
members of the democratic party the chairman of the senate finance committee committee senator lloyd 
benson senator you know ross perot very well you said you were surprised that he went through today how 
does it complicate the effort to elect a democrat in november [Music] well frankly i was surprised and i have 
not watched a long time what i have heard so far a lot of republicans are really quite concerned because the 
way this orchestrated personal attack on ross perot orchestrated out of the white house personal attack they 
think that perhaps that's part of the motivation for his getting out of the race and that's very much 
represented by parole followers so a lot of pro followers are now taking a second look at bill clinton they 
seem a credible candidate the same leading in the polls i think it's going to help bill clinton this convention 
has heaped a fair amount of abuse on vice president dan quayle a man you debated uh four years ago and 
many believe beat hands down would you advise the clinton gore ticket to go after the vice president in this 
race i think that the debate between al gore and dan quayle is going to be a lot of fun for al gore i know i 
enjoyed mine so i think that in this kind of a situation you should choose someone that can succeed you as 
president and clinton did that with gore if something should happen to clinton i just wish george bush had 
gone missing but do you think that the the this ticket should make try to make a major issue of dan quayle i 
mean the american people preferred you 
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i mean the american people preferred you to dan quayle after the election the polls showed yet it didn't seem 
to make a lot of difference in the race do you think there's anything different this time around it it has to make 
a difference and people people have to stop and think about what happens who takes over if something 
happens in the present united states and it happened to be george bush i don't think people believe and 
coyle measures up to that job thank you senator lloyd benson who may must be having a lot of memories 
tonight and now back to you tom in the booth thank you lisa myers it was lloyd benson who said to dan 
quayle i knew john kennedy and you know john kennedy was one of the electrifying moments in the 
campaign at the kennedy library in just outside of boston they went through all the files they couldn't see 
much evidence that lloyd benson knew john kennedy terribly well but it certainly was an effective campaign 
ploy for him my faithful assistant gene farinay has gone through a lot of the speeches here and he has 
discovered that by unofficial count dan quayle has been specifically targeted more than two dozen times by 


speakers probably the roughest comparison came from jesse jackson who said that it was herod the quail of 
his day who put no value in the family when he was talking about mary who had family values and then 
tonight the democrats managed to find william uh figaro and had him as the man who the young man who 
had the pledge of allegiance here tonight is faguero he's a sixth grader from new jersey and he led this 
convention hall in the pledge of allegiance it was young william who managed to spell potato correctly when 
dan quayle insisted they should add an e to it and then became the butt of still more jokes let's go to the four 
now nbc's john cochran with senator john glenn of ohio john thank you tom senator glenn i know you like al 
gore you just think he's a terrific guy but wouldn't he feel a little bit better even in this year when people say 
regionalism doesn't mean anything it 
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regionalism doesn't mean anything it doesn't matter if two southerners are on the ticket wouldn't you feel a lot 
better if you had somebody from ohio indiana michigan illinois on that ticket no you know i really wouldn't i 
think we've gotten beyond some of that kind of regionalism i think it was important in the past maybe when 
we didn't have so much good communication to all the people of the country and they depended on a vice 
president so to be a communicator as a word of the president the people in washington from a different part 
of the country but it's not that way anymore and it's there's instant communication people know what they 
stand for i think most americans are far more concerned now about the issues and about what the people 
stand for than they are about the accent they have sentence of the issues in your part of the country the fact 
is there's a competition going on between the north and the south i wouldn't demean your state by calling it a 
rust belt state but northern industrial states have been losing out to some of these sun belt states you got two 
southerners down there isn't this going to play rather badly in your state no i don't think so at all i really don't i 
think the main thing that we're concerned about is the economy what's going to be jobs for everybody it's like 
our jeep plant back in toledo ohio where we we just had an announcement there they're going to reinvest in 
that plant now it's going to be jobs or 4 500 workers those things are going on all over the main thing is to get 
the economy of the government back on a balanced budget where we don't have these horrendous amounts 
going out in debt service every year that keep us from doing some of the other things we should be doing so 
i'm more concerned about their their issues that they're putting forward for the whole country than what 
accents they may happen to have senator glenn thank you very much senator glenn's uh ran for president 
you know once and he says once was enough it's quite an experience nothing like a big convention like this 
it's just terrific and and to look up and cross all this uh sea of waving signs and things is something that it's a 
real real experience thank you senator now back to tom thank you john cochran uh john glenn was a person 
that a lot of people thought might become president of the united states someday he had all of the 
credentials eagle scout marine air ace during the korean war of course the first astronaut from the united 
states to orbit the earth 
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united states to orbit the earth he was the subject of a film called the right stuff a lot of people thought that 
would propel him right into the white house and then for all of his credentials and all of his earnestness he 
ran one of the most unimaginative presidential campaigns of the last 15 years or so but he remains a very 
effective senator i don't know how many million people go through the capital of the united states every year 
the three biggest office the biggest request for offices are first bill bradley right second john glenn you know 
who the third is teddy kennedy i'm not surprised do you think that al gore will be a factor we've been talking 
about that a lot tonight in this presidential campaign by matching them up against and quail dan quayle's 
approval ratings remain down in the mid-20s somewhere is it going to be more of a of a situation this time 
than it has been in the past where we've always said well the vice presidential candidate doesn't mean that 
much they vote for the top of the ticket well they don't you know you vote for the top of the ticket but the fact 
is that out of 41 presidents in the united states 14 have made it vice presidents have moved up and in the 
last in just a post-war period starting with truman we've had nine presidents and five of them have moved up 
either through death resignation or prominence george bush would not be president of the united states in all 
probability had he not been chosen by ronald reagan to serve as vice president so this is very serious stuff 


when you think that in the age that we live in now the chances are more than 50 percent that a vice president 
will become president through either resignations have come almost never but through death or through 
prominence and that happens a lot this is one of the real violations of democracy in the united states 
because vice presidents all of these 14 who have gone up and become presidents have been chosen vice 
president by one vote the presidential candidate it's like the divine right of kings the presidential candidate bill 
clinton went through 32 primaries this year he got 10 million 
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32 primaries this year he got 10 million votes al gore got one vote and his chances of becoming president of 
the united states are are one and and what did i say more than 50 percent so this is something this is what 
endicott peabody was talking about earlier tonight within this party to go back to the practice of putting 
people on the ballot and letting the american people in primaries and other elections vote for them for vice 
president it really is a colossal crevasse in our democracy that we do this because these fellows move up as 
you know tom a lot i had no idea you were so impassioned on the subject i am i think peabody is absolutely 
right he appeared here tonight and in one of the speeches that was was less known and withdrew his 
candidacy for vice president in favor of albert gore all right john chancellor endicott peabody didn't get his 
speech on television but john chancellor got his we'll be back with more right after this [Music] as we await 
the arrival in madison square garden tonight of the democratic presidential nominee bill clinton and his 
acceptance speech to this national television audience there is a kind of heightened urgency not only in this 
hall but across the country with the withdrawal today of ross perot the arithmetic obviously has changed and 
we expect that justice al gore did bill clinton will make a direct appeal to those perot volunteers who are out 
there tonight wondering where they go now has their cynicism been deepened or will they turn to what even 
rosh perot called a revitalized democratic party we'll hear from bill clinton before too 
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we'll hear from bill clinton before too long but as we do the new math of this electoral map of the united 
states we have to look at a state like florida and nbc's andrea mitchell is down there now with someone who 
knows florida well andrea yes indeed i'm here with lieutenant governor buddy mckay of florida florida has 
gone republican uh all but twice out of the last seven presidential elections lieutenant governor and the 
selection of al gore was thought to have helped in a three-way race certainly to push florida in the democratic 
column now with pro out of the race what does it mean well i think we're back where we were and i think that 
what perot said this morning was a very insightful and that is our best hope in this country is through a 
revitalized democratic party we know we've got that what we've got to do is convince the people of florida 
that i think if they realize that we're serious that we really have revitalized this party we've repositioned it it's 
mainstream i think we can carry florida but isn't that a long shot really because the democrats have not been 
able to make very many inroads in florida has become more and more republican especially with the growing 
cuban american population which has been very very solidly republican i think that you can look at the last 
two statewide races in florida and you can see that there are about 40 of the people of florida that are really 
independent they're persuadable in every election and i believe we can persuade them and that's our 
challenge between now and november thank you very much lieutenant governor buddy mckay of florida back 
to tom in the booth thank you andrew well one of the real debating points in florida will be bill clinton's attitude 
about social security benefits about 55 percent of the social security of the social benefits of the federal 
budget go to about 12 percent of the population those people who are 65 and older he says that equation 
now must change he's going to ask wealthier elder americans to pay full taxes on their social security 
benefits he's also going to have some means testing for medicare he beat up on paul 
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testing for medicare he beat up on paul sangas pretty good on those very points in florida congress lost that 
state bill clinton wanted it was important on his march to the democratic presidential nomination now he'll 
have to go back to florida and contest george bush down there on these very same points down on the floor 


right now is nbc's tim russert one of our political analysts the moderator of meet the press tim tom i was just 
speaking with governor clinton as advisors backstage they have two missions tonight they realize it's about 
60 of the american public believe he came from a privileged background privileged upbringing he has to 
demonstrate that's just not the case he has to identify much more with the middle class the second is the 
character issue he's going to talk very openly about trying to get the trust of the people they believe tonight if 
they're successful if they can develop some empathy for bill clinton the person they may be down the road 
towards election day actually have people believe bill clinton the politician that that's what he wants to 
achieve tonight all right tim and it doesn't end here as well when they leave here they're going to go on a bus 
tour and they're going to go to a lot of the impoverished states in america that have been hit hard 
pennsylvania west virginia new jersey missouri actually that outreach to the middle class i've been asking all 
our speakers tom what headline would they want for the speech so i said to the clinton people clinton says 
what they thought a minute and said no no not clinton says clinton chose heart soul and vision this will be a 
speech a present full of symbolism hoping they can have the american people take a second look and start 
listening to bill clinton in the months ahead and part of that is going on in this hall even as we speak it's now 
become part of the tradition of these conventions to have a kind of biographical film to introduce the 
candidate it is the attempt to get the message out in the order that you would like to get it out before you hear 
from the candidate themselves that's played in this big hall that's chelsea let's join the conclusion now of this 
introductory film of bill clinton before we hear from the presidential candidate himself sometimes he'll come 
over and talk to me 
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sometimes he'll come over and talk to me during the game but that's okay what i would like america to know 
about my mother and father is it they're great people and they're great parents they taught me that i had to 
think for myself and they taught me to treat other people how you would want to be treated and follow the 
golden rule once early in the in the campaign when i've been beat up a lot by the press and hillary and i went 
on national television and basically acknowledged that we'd had some problems in our marriage and we 
were proud of the fact that we've been able to keep it together when the show aired chelsea wanted to watch 
it so the three of us went upstairs and sat down and watched it together it was pretty painful you know to 
have your child watch that and after it was over i looked at it and i said what do you think and she said i think 
i'm glad you're my parents [Music] and after that i knew whatever happened it'd be alright when the history of 
this campaign is written they may say well bill clinton took a lot of hits in this campaign i want you to know 
some hits that i took in this election nothing compared to the hits that the people of this state in this country 
are taking every day of their lives under this administration we no longer can have a country where i worry 
about me you worry about you they worry about them that's the kind of country the republicans have given 
us for more than a decade we've got to be one country again going up or down together again sometimes 
late at night on the campaign plane i'll look out the window and think how far i am from that little town in 
arkansas and yet in many ways i know that all iam or ever will be came from there a place and a time when 
nobody locked their doors at night everybody showed up for a parade on main street and kids like me could 
dream of being part of something 
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being part of something bigger than themselves i guess they'll always be a sadness in me that i never heard 
the sound of my father's voice or felt his hand around mine but all of us have sadness and disappointment in 
our lives and hopefully we grow stronger for it i know every day that i'm alive i hope i'm a better person than 
the day before i hope that every day from this day forward we can be a nation coming together instead of 
coming apart and i hope that we as a people will always acknowledge that each child in our country is as 
important as our own i still believe these things are possible i still believe in the promise of america and i still 
believe in a place called hope [Music] i want to drop and run for president united states it does not hurt to be 
from a town called hope hope arkansas ladies and gentlemen bill clinton presidential nominee of the 


democratic party 1992 ex's brother he well he was governor he had a setup in a sting operation because he 
was dealing cocaine for his own habits he said it is one of the experiences that he's gone through in life that 
has demonstrated to him that he can make the hard decisions and that's his mother [Applause] thank you 
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governor richards chairman brown mayor dinkins our great host [Applause] my fellow delegates and my 
fellow americans i am so proud of al gore he said he came here tonight because he always wanted to do the 
warm-up for elvis well i ran for president this year for one reason and one reason only i wanted to come back 
to this convention and finish that speech i started four years ago last night mario cuomo taught us how a real 
nominating speech should be given he also made it clear why we have to steer our ship of state on a new 
course tonight i want to talk with you about my hope for the future my faith in the american people and my 
vision of the kind of country we can build together i salute the good men who were my campaign companions 
on the campaign trail tom harkin 
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bob carey doug wilder jerry brown and paul saunders one sentence and the platform we built says it all the 
most important family policy urban policy labor policy minority policy and foreign policy america can have is 
an expanding entrepreneurial economy of high-wage high-skilled jobs [Music] and so in the name of all those 
who do the work pay the taxes raise the kids and play by the rules in the name of the hard-working 
americans who make up our forgotten middle class i proudly accept your nomination for president of the 
united states [Applause] i am a product of that middle class and when i am president you will be forgotten no 
more we meet at a special moment in history you and i the cold war is over soviet communism has collapsed 
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has collapsed and our values freedom democracy individual rights free enterprise they have triumphed all 
around the world and yet just as we have won the cold war abroad we are losing the battles for economic 
opportunity and social justice here at home now that we have changed the world it's time to change america 
[Applause] i have news for the forces of greed and the defenders of the status quo your time has come and 
gone it's time for a change in america tonight 10 million of our fellow americans are out of work tens of 
millions more work harder for lower pay the incumbent president says unemployment always goes up a little 
before a recovery begins but unemployment only has to go up by one more person before a real recovery 
can begin and mr president you are that man [Applause] this election is about putting power back in your 
hands and putting the government back on your side it's about putting people first 
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you know i've said that all across the country and whenever i do someone always comes back at me as a 
young man did just this week at a town meeting at the henry street settlement on the lower east side of 
manhattan he said that sounds good bill but you're a politician why should i trust you tonight as plainly as i 
can i want to tell you who i am what i believe and where i want to lead america [Applause] [Music] [Applause] 
i never met my father he was killed in a car wreck on a rainy road three months before i was born driving 
from chicago to arkansas to see my mother after that my mother had to support us so we lived with my 
grandparents while she went back to louisiana to study nursing i can still see her clearly tonight through the 
eyes of a three-year-old kneeling at the railroad station and weeping as she put me back on the train to 
arkansas with my grandmother she endured that pain because she knew her sacrifice was the only way she 
could support me and give me a better life my mother taught me she taught me about family and hard work 
and sacrifice she held steady through tragedy after tragedy and she held our family my brother and i together 
through tough times as a child i watched her go off to work each day at a time when it wasn't always easy to 
be 
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a time when it wasn't always easy to be a working mother as an adult i've watched her fight off breast cancer 
and again she has taught me a lesson in courage and always always she taught me to fight that's why i'll 
fight to create high-paying jobs so that parents can afford to raise their children today that's why i'm so 
committed to make sure every american gets the health care that saved my mother's life and that women's 
health care gets the same attention as men's that's why i'll fight to make sure women in this country receive 
respect and dignity whether they work in the home out of the home or both you want to know where i get my 
fighting spirit it all started with my mother thank you mother i love you [Applause] when i think about 
opportunity for all americans i think about my grandfather he ran a country store in our little town of hope 
there were no food stamps back then so when his customers whether they were white or black who worked 
hard and did the best they could came in with no money well he gave them food anyway 
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food anyway just made a note of it so did i before i was big enough to see over the counter i learned from 
him to look up to people other folks looked down on my grandfather just had a high school education a grade 
school education but in that country store he taught me more about equality in the eyes of the lord than all 
my professors at georgetown more about the intrinsic worth of every individual than all the philosophers at 
oxford more about the need for equal justice under the law than all the jurists at yale law school if you want 
to know where i come by the passionate commitment i have to bringing people together without regard to 
race it all started with my grandfather [Applause] i learned a lot from another person too a person who for 
more than 20 years has worked hard to help our children paying the price of time to make sure our schools 
don't fail them someone who traveled our state for a year studying learning listening going to pta meetings 
school board meetings town hall meetings putting together a package of school reforms recognized around 
the nation doing it all while building a distinguished legal career and being a wonderful loving mother that 
person is my wife 
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hillary taught me she taught me that all children can learn and that each of us has a duty to help them do it 
so if you want to know why i care so much about our children and our future it all started with hillary [Music] 
frankly i'm fed up with politicians in washington lecturing the rest of us about family values our families have 
values but our government doesn't [Applause] i want an america where family values live in our actions not 
just in our speeches on america that includes every family every traditional family and every extended family 
every two-parent family every single parent family and every foster family every family i do want to say 
something to the fathers in this country who have chosen to abandon their children by neglecting their child 
support take responsibility for your children or we will force you to do so 
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because governments don't raise children parents do and you should and i want to say something to every 
child in america tonight who's out there trying to grow up without a father or a mother i know how you feel 
you're special too you matter to america and don't you ever let anybody tell you you can't become whatever 
you want to be and if other politicians make you feel like you're not a part of their family come on and be part 
of ours [Applause] the thing that makes me angriest about what's gone wrong in the last 12 years is that our 
government has lost touch with our values while our politicians continue to shout about them i'm tired of it i 
was raised to believe the american 
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i was raised to believe the american dream was built on rewarding hard work but we have seen the folks in 
washington turn the american ethic on its head for too long those who play by the rules and keep the faith 
have gotten the shaft and those who cut corners and cut deals have been rewarded people are working 
harder than ever spending less time with their children working nights and weekends at their jobs instead of 
going to pta and little league or scouts and their incomes are still going down their taxes are still going up 


and the cost of health care housing and education are going through the roof [Music] meanwhile more and 
more of our best people are falling into poverty even though they work 40 hours a week our people are 
pleading for change but government is in the way it's been hijacked by privileged private interests it's 
forgotten who really pays the bills around here it's taking more of your money and giving you less in return 
we have got to go beyond the brain dead politics in washington and give our people the kind of government 
they deserve a government that works for them [Applause] a president a president ought to be a powerful 
force for progress but right now i know how president 
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but right now i know how president lincoln felt when general mcclellan wouldn't attack in the civil war he 
asked him if you're not going to use your army may i borrow it and so i say george bush if you won't use your 
power to help america step aside i will [Applause] our country is falling behind the president is caught in the 
grip of a failed economic theory we have gone from first to 13th in the world in wages since reagan and bush 
have been in office four years ago candidate bush said america is a special place not just another pleasant 
country somewhere on the u n roll call between albania and zimbabwe now under president bush america 
has an unpleasant economy stuck somewhere between germany and sri lanka 
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and for most americans mr president life's a lot less kind and a lot less gentle than it was before your 
administration took office [Applause] listen do it some more our country has fallen so far so fast that just a 
few months ago the japanese prime minister actually said he felt sympathy for the united states sympathy 
when i am your president the rest the rest of the world will not look down on us with pity but up to us with 
respect again what is george bush doing about our economic problems now four years ago he promised 15 
million new jobs by this time and he's over 14 million short al gore and i can do better 


00:46:05 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8-ucBWE78k&t=2765s 





he has raised taxes on the people driving pickup trucks and lower taxes on the people riding in limousines 
we can do better he promised to balance the budget but he hasn't even tried in fact the budgets he has 
submitted to congress nearly double the debt even worse he wasted billions and reduced our investments in 
education and jobs we can do better so if you are sick and tired of a government that doesn't work to create 
jobs if you're sick and tired of a tax system that's stacked against you if you're sick and tired of exploding 
debt and reduced investments in our future or if like the great civil rights pioneer fannie lou hamer you're just 
plain old sick and tired of being sick and tired then join us work with us win with us and we can make our 
country the country it was meant to be now george bush talks a good game but he has no game plan to 
rebuild america from the cities to the suburbs to the countryside so that we can compete and win again in the 
global economy i do [Music] [Applause] 
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[Applause] he will take on the big insurance companies and the bureaucracies to control health costs and 
give us affordable health care for all americans but i will [Music] he won't even implement the 
recommendations of his own commission on aids but i [Music] will he won't streamline the federal 
government and change the way it works cut a hundred thousand bureaucrats and put a hundred thousand 
new police officers on the streets of american cities but i will he's never balanced a government budget but i 
have 11 times [Applause] he won't break the stranglehold the special interests have on our elections and the 
lobbyists have on our government but i will he won't give mothers and fathers the simple chance to take 
some time off from work when a baby is born or a parent is sick but i will we're losing our farms at a rapid 
rate and he has no commitment to keep family farms in the family but i do 
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do [Applause] he's talked a lot about drugs but he hasn't helped people on the front line to wage that war on 
drugs and crime but i will [Applause] he won't take the lead in protecting the environment and creating new 
jobs and environmental technologies for the 21st century but i will [Applause] and you know what else he 
doesn't have al gore and i do [Applause] just in case just in case you didn't notice that's gore with an e on the 
end and george bush george bush won't guarantee a woman's right to choose i will 
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mr we offer opportunity we demand responsibility we will build an american community again the choice we 
offer is not conservative or liberal in many ways it's not even republican or democratic it's different it's new 
and it will work [Applause] it will work because it is rooted in the vision and the values of the american people 
of all the things george bush has ever said that i disagree with perhaps the thing that bothers me most is how 
he derives and degrades the american tradition of seeing and seeking a better future he mocks it as the 
vision thing [Applause] but just remember what the scripture says where there is no vision the people perish i 
hope i hope nobody in this great hall tonight or in our beloved country has to go through tomorrow without a 
vision i hope no one ever tries to raise a child without a vision i hope nobody ever starts a business or plants 
a crop in the ground without a vision for where there is no vision the people perish one of the reasons we 
have so many 
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one of the reasons we have so many children in so much trouble in so many places in this nation is because 
they have seen so little opportunity so little responsibility so little loving caring community that they literally 
cannot imagine the life we are calling them to lead [Applause] and so i say again where there is no vision 
america will perish what is the vision of our new covenant an america with millions of new jobs and dozens of 
new industries moving confidently toward the 21st century an america that says to entrepreneurs and 
business people we will give you more incentives and more opportunity than ever before to develop the skills 
of your workers and to create american jobs and american wealth in the new global economy but you must 
do your part you must be responsible american companies must act like american companies again 
exporting products not jobs that's what this new covenant's all about an america in which the doors of college 
are thrown open once again to the sons and daughters of stenographers and steel workers we'll say 
everybody can borrow the money 
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we'll say everybody can borrow the money to go to college but you must do your part you must pay it back 
from your paychecks or better yet by going back home and serving your communities just think of it think of it 
millions of energetic young men and women serving their country by policing the streets or teaching the 
children or caring for the sick or working with the elderly and people with disabilities or helping young people 
to stay off drugs and out of gangs giving us all a sense of new hope and limitless possibilities that's what this 
new covenant is all about an america in which health care is a right not a privilege in which we say to all of 
our people your government has the courage finally to take on the health care profiteers and make health 
care affordable for every family but you must do your part preventive care prenatal care childhood 
immunization saving lives saving money saving families from heartbreak that's what the new covenant is all 
about an america in which middle class incomes not middle class taxes are going up on america yes in 
which the wealthiest few those making over 200 000 
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few those making over 200 000 a year are asked to pay their fair share an america in which the rich are not 
soaked but the middle class is not drowned either responsibility starts at the top that's what the new 
covenant is all about an america where we end welfare as we know it we will say to those on welfare you will 
have and you deserve the opportunity through training and education through child care and medical 
coverage to liberate yourself but then when you can you must work because welfare should be a check 


second chance not a way of life that's what the new covenant is all about [Applause] an america with the 
world's strongest defense ready and willing to use force when necessary and america at the forefront of the 
global effort to preserve and protect our common environments and promoting global growth an america that 
will not cuddle tyrants from baghdad to beijing an america that champions the cause of freedom and 
democracy from eastern europe to southern africa and in our own hemisphere in haiti and cuba 
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the end of the cold war permits us to reduce defense spending while still maintaining the strongest defense 
in the world but we must plow back every dollar of defense cuts into building american jobs right here at 
home i know well that the world needs a strong america but we have learned that strength begins at home 
[Music] but the new covenant is about more than opportunities and responsibilities for you and your families 
it's also about our common community tonight every one of you knows deep in your heart that we are too 
divided it is time to heal america and so we must say to every american look beyond the stereotypes that 
blind us we need each other all of us we need each other we don't have a person to waste and yet for too 
long politicians have told the most of us that are doing all right that what's really wrong with america is 
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that what's really wrong with america is the rest of us them them the minorities them the liberals them the 
poor them the homeless them the people with disabilities them the gays we've gotten to where we've nearly 
themed ourselves to death them and them and them [Applause] but this is america there is no them there is 
only us one nation under god in divisible with liberty and justice for all [Applause] that that is our pledge of 
allegiance and that's what the new covenant is all about [Applause] how do i know we can come together 
and make change happen 
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make change happen because i have seen it in my own state in arkansas we're working together and we're 
making progress no there's no arkansas miracle but there are a lot of miraculous people [Applause] and 
because of them our schools are better our wages are higher our factories are busier our water is cleaner 
and our budget is balanced we're moving ahead i wish i wish i could say the same thing about america under 
the incumbent president he took the richest country in the world and brought it down we took one of the 
poorest states in america and lifted it up and so i say all to all of those in this campaign season who would 
criticize arkansas come on down especially especially if you're from washington come on down you'll see us 
struggling against some of the problems we haven't solved yet but you will also see a lot of great people 
doing amazing things and you might even learn a thing or two in the end my fellow americans this new 
covenant simply asks us 
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this new covenant simply asks us all to be americans again old-fashioned americans for a new time 
opportunity responsibility community when we pull together america will pull anead throughout the whole 
history of this country we have seen time and time and time again when we are united we are unstoppable 
[Applause] we can seize this moment make it exciting and energizing and heroic to be american again we 
can renew our faith in each other and in ourselves we can restore our sense of unity and community as the 
scripture says our eyes have not yet seen nor our ears heard nor our minds imagined what we can build but i 
i can't do this alone no president can we must do it together it won't be easy and it won't be quick we didn't 
get into this mess overnight and we won't get out of it overnight but we can do it with commitment creativity 
diversity and drive we can do it [Applause] we can do it we can do it [Applause] 


01:08:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8-ucBWE78k&t=4082s 





i want every person in this hall and every person in this land to reach out and join us in a great new 
adventure to chart a bold new future as a teenager i heard john kennedy's summons to citizenship and then 
as a student at georgetown i heard that call clarified by a professor named carol quigley who said to us that 
america was the greatest nation in history because our people had always believed in two things that 
tomorrow can be better than today and that every one of us has a personal moral responsibility to make it so 
that that kind of future entered my life the night our daughter chelsea was born as i stood in the delivery room 
i was overcome with the thought that god had given me a blessing my own father never knew the chance to 
hold my child in my arms somewhere at this very moment a child is being born in america let it be our cause 
to give that child a happy home a healthy family and a hopeful future let it be our cause to see that that child 
has a chance to live to the fullest of her god-given capacities 
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of her god-given capacities let it let it be our cause to see that child grow up strong and secure braced by her 
challenges but never struggling alone with family and friends and a faith that in america no one is left out no 
one is left behind let it be let it be our cause that when this child is able she gives something back to her 
children her community and her country let it be our cause that we give this child a country that is coming 
together not coming apart a country of boundless hopes and endless dreams a country that once again lifts 
its people and inspires the world let that be our cause our commitment and our new covenant my fellow 
americans [Applause] i end tonight where it all began for me i still believe in a place called hope god bless 
you and god bless america democratic presidential nominee bill clinton spelling out at great lengths what he 
calls the new covenant for america the new covenant in this beach was a catalog of all the ills as he sees 
them all the cure that he'll bring to america 
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cure that he'll bring to america this is a candidate who does like long speeches he spoke for almost an hour 
tonight just over 53 minutes altogether he began with a joke about his speech four years ago at the 
democratic national convention in which he nominated michael dukakis by saying he wanted to finish that 
speech himself as a moderate democrat from humble beginnings who has a special political relationship 
especially with women and the young two constituencies the democrats are counting on talked a great length 
about family values about children about hope and about change in america um what a lot of people will be 
talking about is the length of the speech he ran about 23 or 24 minutes longer than the schedule called for 
yesterday in what was quite a funny remark governor clinton who had spoken too long here in previous 
previous conventions said he didn't want this to be his finest hour and a half it didn't run that long but to a lot 
of people in this hall i'm afraid it felt that it was an hour and a half and i think a lot of people will be talking 
about that you're out of the joyous part of this evening all they give them is dude he wanted to define himself 
and what he stands for tonight we do get the impression that tipper and hillary get along [Applause] he 
wanted to find what he stands for who he is there's been continuing concern within the campaign that too 
many people believe that he is the son of privilege that he came from a wealthy background in arkansas i 
think he dispelled that i think he did a very good job of 
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a very good job of saying who he is and where he came from for the for the record 64 000 balloons will be 
dropped here i think if some young man dream of being concert violinists or major league baseball players or 
doctors bill clinton knowing him as i do has always dreamed that someday he would be here as a man 
destined to run for clothing i met john f kennedy when he went to washington dc uh the representative from 
the state boys nation the american aging program [Applause] elected governor when he was 32 years old 
served five times by the way bill clinton so is george bush and so was ross perot we had a freeway southpaw 
grouper canada system [Applause] some new polls out tonight showing that bill clinton has a very 
commanding lead over george bush in a two-way race uh now that perrault has dropped out these are just 


snapshots and they come at a peak moment for goal but cnn is reporting tonight that bill clinton has a 56 to 
33 lead over george bush 23 points altogether these events always give the candidate a bump the larger 
question will be if this all 
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the larger question will be if this all settles in now what happens to those bureau voters and then what do the 
republicans do to the democrats because surely they have something in mind in the coming weeks well john 
we uh we're coming to the conclusion here of this evening of bill clinton and the democrats they have put the 
party back together and i think you know the one of the great totemic important things that happens at these 
conventions is they appear to be getting all the balloons out of those nets uh i've always thought that i 
suppose you could find a rule that says if the party can't handle the balloons it loses the election well you 
know that happened in san francisco now they're almost done with the balloon this is a very big moment and 
a very big night for bill clinton but we must all remember that every week this year we have a new campaign 
bill clinton and al gore will attempt to capitalize on the goodwill that you see there tonight leave a unified 
centrist party but they must see now what the republicans can have for them on behalf of all of us at nbc 
news this has been our coverage of the week of the democratic national convention we bid you good 
evening and we'll see you along the campaign trail and certainly in history republicans thank you all 
[Applause] 
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[Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] nine days until the olympics here on nbc 


END 


